Learning English through Poems and Songs


Introduction to Poetry
Learning Activity 1

Discussion
1. Write down some characteristics of poetry. Think of any nursery rhymes, songs, hymns and even Chinese poems you know. When you have finished, share your ideas with your partner.
	My ideas
e.g. Poems are usually written in separate lines organised as stanzas instead of paragraphs
	My partner’s ideas




2. Work with your partner. Read texts (a) and (b) below. Discuss in what ways they are similar/different.
(a) See you at 6pm by the clock at Times Square.

(b) I really hope you’ll be there 

At 6, by the clock at Times Square
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

Learning Activity 2

Writing
For an ordinary meal you may just use a plastic bowl and chopsticks, but for a special one you get out the best bowls and put a flower on the table. When we want words to be special we decorate them in a poetic way; we pay attention to the sounds and enjoy the language. We can do this to express emotions like love, or to give pleasure to someone (e.g. a birthday greeting), or to make our message more attractive (e.g. advertising jingles). When we add music the poem becomes a song.
Read the message below:
Let’s go shopping in Causeway Bay on Saturday afternoon.

Come and join me in the sushi bar.

Try to re-write it as a little poem. You might like to include some of the following in your poem:
· who you are and to whom you are writing (e.g. dad and daughter; best friends)
· why would you like to meet him/her (e.g. birthday celebration)

· whether there is anything special about the gathering (e.g. a reunion after a long vacation)
· how you could make the message more special (e.g. using rhymes, images)

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________
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